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MCNCE’s mission is to educate students for civic responsibility and partner with communities to
inspire, empower and promote community service and civic engagement.

Somehow, 2025 is in the books. And what a year it was. In many ways, it marked a year of firsts for
the Montana Campus Network for Civic Engagement (MCNCE), created in 2024 by college and
university presidents across Montana to expand community engagement and student service in
higher education. Our team supports staff and faculty statewide who ensure Montana’s college
experience reflects our shared values of community, engaged learning, and service. We measure
success by campus participation and partner support, and in 2025, both were stronger than ever.

Among our firsts: welcoming a student from
Chief Dull Knife College, Amelio Blackhorse, to
the Montana Athletes in Service Awards;
hosting Lieutenant Governor Juras at our
student gathering; and launching our first and
second College Service Grants, supporting 14
students in the College Leaders Cohort. We
also received an AmeriCorps Planning Grant
from the Governor's Office of Community
Service and, for the first time, supported
AmeriCorps placements with Montana Fish,
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(MCC); Executive Board leadership from L \
Chancellor Hicswa (MSU Billings) and Dean .. P -
Bauman (Helena College UM); and gratitude to
President Cech (Carroll College) for his service. | —
In partnership with the Governor's Office of CDKC's Don Asbury'and Amelio BlackhorselRIN
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Youth Serve MT Scholarships, supported 25

AmeriCorps members in summer roles, and honored 15 Student Volunteer Award recipients. We
welcomed staff members Daniele Vickers (MCNCE AmeriCorps alum,) Dan Corradini, and Lizzy Daly;
completed our fourth Centering Indigenous Knowledge series with Dr. Karla Bird, supported by
Humanities Montana; and celebrated our final class of AmeriCorps College Coaches and a
dedicated VISTA cohort, including Tammy King and Nick Bennett, who returned to serve after the
Federal Government shutdown. As we begin 2026, the need for student service across Montana
remains great, and so does our commitment. If you've been part of this work, thank you. Our best is
yet to come!

Josh Vanek, Executive Director
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Montana Student Cassie Gleason-CLC

Volunteer Award

The Montana Student Volunteer Award
(MSVA) honors the exceptional dedication

and commitment of college students

across Montana who have made significant

contributions to their communities while
pursuing their academic goals.
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CLC-College Leaders Cohort
Funded by the Allstate Foundation, these are micro-grants ranging from — I —————
$300 to $500 to fund student-led service initiatives. These projects provide
students with hands-on opportunities to lead, collaborate, and create
lasting change in their communities. N

CIK-Centering Indigenous Knowledge

This online lecture series focuses on indigenous knowledge. This year our theme was

“Native American Art: Creative Connections to Tribal Histories and Cultures,” and was g

moderated by Dr. Karla Bird. We had 5 student presenters from across the state J
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present their creative work.
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